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Message from Senator Harry Kennedy 

 
After months of preparation, the Missouri Senate 
kicked off the 2006 session January 4th.  While I 
realize we will face difficult challenges this year, I 
look forward to working on your behalf.  I will be 
filing legislation to address many issues that affect 
our area, namely eminent domain.  In response to 
public outcry and numerous calls from 
constituents, I have filed legislation to protect the 
rights of property owners and stop eminent 
domain abuse.  

My bill, Senate Bill 794, would limit private 
developers’ ability to take land by requiring them 
to specifically state the public benefit of a project, 
as well as how the project will be used by the 
public. The legislation also would allow property 
owners to challenge the use of eminent domain and 
includes provisions requiring mandatory 
mediation and relocation expenses for property 
owners.  This bill is a common-sense solution that 
would protect the rights of property owners and 
would allow for the use of eminent domain when it 
is truly beneficial to everyone. 

Besides eminent domain, we will be discussing 
several other issues this session.  I will continue my 
fight for accessible and affordable health care, 
adequate funding for our schools and quality jobs 
for the area.  My door is always open, so feel free 
to contact me with any questions or concerns.  I 
STILL LOVE MY JOB!  I hope to see all of you at 
Trivia Night on February 25th! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senator Kennedy at the Town Hall Meeting  

Sue Schoemehl’s Town Hall Meeting 
 

An excellent turnout  showed up at the Cliff 
Cave Library on a cold and nasty evening for 
Representative Schoemehl’s Town Hall 
Meeting with special guest, Secretary of State 
Robin Carnahan.  An enlightening discussion 
about Investment Fraud was held.  In addition, 
a representative from the Missouri of 
Department transportation spoke on highway 
projects in this area. 

 

 
Robin Carnahan & Chris Schoemehl   

 
ODO VICTORY DRIVE  2006 

TRIVIA NIGHT 
February 25th 

 
At IBEW Local No 1,  5850 Elizabeth Ave. 
Doors open at 6:00 pm and Game starts 
promptly at 7:00 pm Reservations for Tables 
up to 8 @ $20 a person – $160 a table 
Prepay table for $150.  A reservation form is 
attached at the end of the newsletter.  Please 
consider buying a table and filling it with your 
friends!   
 
In addition, we are looking for donations for 
gift baskets.  If you have something to 
contribute either call Terri Blunt at (314) 487-
0202 or Joan Barry at (314) 487-1558.   
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Commentary from Phil LeVota 

Reprinted by permission of the author. 
 
Our Republican controlled State Legislature is 
hard at work in Jefferson City……… trying to get 
re-elected.  Republicans are not trying to pass any 
legislation to help the citizens of Missouri. They do 
not have a plan to improve our schools.  They do 
not have a plan to restore integrity and 
accountability to government.  They are only 
worried that voters will be reviewing the work of 
the Republican Party.  And they should be 
worried. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
Response to Governor Blunt's State of the State 

address by  Democratic Leadership State 
Representative Paul LeVota 

 
Governor Blunt spent much time patting himself 
on the back for his self-proclaimed ‘achievements’ 
during his first year in office. Unfortunately, he 
had little to offer in the way of new ideas to move 
Missouri forward. It of particular concern that the 
governor offered no plan for creating good paying 
jobs for Missourians or improving the state’s 
economy. Given that Missouri has had no net gain 
in jobs since May, we expected he would make the 
economy a priority. 
“Governor Blunt acknowledged that he only wants 
to fully fund just 15 percent of the formula for 
distributing state aid to local schools while 
continuing to woefully underfund the remaining 
85 percent. Doing only 15 percent of the job isn’t 
getting the job done, and Missourians understand 
that. I am also disappointed the governor is 
turning a deaf ear to the unanimous opposition 
from educators regarding his flawed 65-percent 
mandate, which would erode local control of 
schools. The governor refuses to let go of a bad 
idea. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
But as we have been saying, it is not enough for us 
to show voters the problems with Republican 
government, Democrats need to have a plan.  And 
we do. We have legislation that will provide all of 
the opportunities Missourians deserve.  We have 
legislation to provide utility relief, insurance relief, 

and affordable healthcare. We have legislation 
that will enhance our public schools and provide 
good paying jobs that can support entire families.  
We as Democrats may be in the minority in Jeff 
City, but we speak for the majority of 
Missourians.  If we summon the courage and 
determination to take our stand and state it 
clearly, we win in the long run. 
  
Phil LeVota 
Chairman 
Jackson County Democratic Committee 
Visit our website: 
www.jacksoncountydemocrats.org  
 
 

 
Micheal Ocello appointed to the 

 Regulatory Fairness for Missouri’s Small 
Businesses Board 

 
ODO Member Micheal Ocello has been appointed to 
the The  Missouri Small Business Regulatory Fairness 
Board.  The Board is made up of State Representatives, 
State Senators and Missouri businesspeople. 
 
Their Mission: 
The Missouri Small Business Regulatory Fairness 
Board (SBRFB) ensures that Missouri state agency 
rules and regulations do not create an unfair burden 
for small businesses. 
 
SBRFB, working with small business owners 
throughout Missouri, ensures that the voice of small 
business is considered when state rules and regulations 
are created. 
SBRFB works with state departments and agencies to 
identify rules and regulations that place an unfair 
burden on small business owners and find alternatives. 
 
For more information you can check out their website 
at www.SBRFB.ded.mo.gov. 
 

 
Special Thanks 

 
To the Greene County Democrats for posting our 
recent email update to  www.missourileadership.com   
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A few photos from the 
Christmas Party 
 
 

 
Sue Schoemehl 

  

 
Earl Blase & Phil Barry 

  
 

 
Bob Nugent & Bruce Blunt 

 
 
Missouri Democrats Praise Claire 
McCaskill’s Ethics and Lobbying 
Reform Plan 
 
“Sen. Talent has always been an advocate for 
positive change and he will thoughtfully consider 
ways to improve the system as the Senate prepares 
to debate the issue.” 
— Rich Crismer, Talent Spokesman, 1/17/06 

 
“I have said for a long time that neither party has a 
lock on being ethical or not.” 
— Jim Talent, 5/23/96 (after admitting to taking 
campaign checks near the floor of the House) 
 
Jefferson City, Missouri — The Missouri 
Democratic Party today applauded U.S. Senate 
Candidate Claire McCaskill’s recently unveiled 
ethics and lobbying reform plan. The plan, which 
can be found online at www.claireonline.com, is 
considered one of the most aggressive in the country 
in reducing the influence wielded by high-paid 
lobbyists, like Jack Abramoff, over Members of 
Congress and their staffs. 
 
Key reforms in McCaskill’s fifteen-point ethics and 
lobbying reform plan include: 
 
A ban on all lobbyist gifts to lawmakers 
 
A ban on all lobbyist paid travel 
 
A five year waiting period for retired lawmakers to 
become lobbyists 
 
The creation of a new independent Ethics 
Commission to investigate ethics violations 
 
Increased disclosure and reporting requirements 
for lobbyists 
“Claire McCaskill’s aggressiveness and 
independence have transformed the State Auditor’s 
office into a real watchdog for Missouri taxpayers 
who were fed up with the old way of doing 
business,” said Missouri Democratic Party 
spokesman Jack Cardetti. “Now more than ever, we 
need Claire in Washington to represent hard 
working Missouri families that want to end the 
culture of corruption. If passed, Claire McCaskill’s 
ethics and lobbying reform plan would go a long 
way in restoring the public’s trust in the wake of 
the current congressional corruption scandal. 
 
“This aggressive measure is in stark contrast to the 
actions of former lobbyist Jim Talent, who has 
repeatedly voted against meaningful ethics reforms, 
including a ban on gifts and vacations from 
lobbyists,” said Cardetti. “Jim Talent is the epitome 
of the revolving door between government and 
lobbying that helped fuel this corruption scandal.” 
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Editors’ Notes: 
Remember to visit the website at 
www.oakvilledemocrats.org. 
The next deadline for articles is April 15th.  If you 
have anything you would like included in the next 
issue, please email  odonews@earthlink.net with 
your information. Electronic submissions are more 
than welcome, but if you want to mail it send it to 
Bruce & Terri Blunt, 5040 Flintwood Drive, 
Oakville, MO 63129 or call us at 487-0202. Bruce & 
Terri 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oakville Democratic Organization 
P.O. Box 510271 
St. Louis, MO 63151-0271 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

 
Meeting Calendar 2006 

7:00 PM AT THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS , 
7381 TELEGRAPH ROAD, ST . LOUIS, MO 
63129 
 
February  1, 2006 
March 1, 2006 
April 5, 2006 
May 3, 2006 
June 7, 2006 
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           Saturday 
                February 25, 2006 

VICTORY DRIVE  
2006 TRIVIA NIGHT 

at 

IBEW Local No 1,  

 5850 Elizabeth Ave., St. Louis, 63110 

Doors open at 6:00 pm and 

Game starts promptly at 7:00 pm 

Reservations for Tables 
 up to 8 @ $20 a person – $160 a table 

Prepay table for $150  

For advanced reservations, please call Arlene @314-416-8081 or 314-387-4717 or Oakville 
Dems Bruce & Terri Blunt (314) 487-0202  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Or Make your check out to Oakville Democratic Organization and mail it to  

Oakville Democratic Organization, %Arlene, 111 Laredo Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63125. 
 

Please reserve _____   places at $20 a person.  
Prepay table of  8 - $150.      Enclosed is $ ________. 

 
Name:   ____________________________ Address: _____________________________ 
 
Phone:  ____________________________  Email:    _____________________________ 

Beer, Wine & 
Soda will be 

provided. 
****************** 

You are 
welcome to 
bring your 

own snacks. 
 

Cash prizes for 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd places. 

 
****************** 

Silent Auction. 
 


